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G.  W.  BROCK. 

PRESIDENT 


.^.Wl^  Tlc^v^  Ho-yJt^ 


February  a5,1935. 


Mi&m  Mary  Klla  irmstrongg. 
state  feaeher©  College, 
LivlBgatoii,  Alabama* 

Bear  Madm: 

lour  letter  of  the  21gt  to  %tm 
Director  of  %im  state  Masmam  of  natural  His- 
tory Has  bo© a  r«f©rr®4  to  me.    fh©  adiross  of 
Br.  Loui®  A*  Warren  is   Lincoln  Hiistoileal  Ee- 
seareii  Fo«iidatioa.»  fort  ^^ayno,  ladiam, 

f@ry  truly  yours » 


co/Dr«Louis  A.  ?/airen 


(87818— IM— 12-32)  ,,^^7 


f  ebrtiary  27,  193S 


Mi  86  Hary  "Ella  Armstrong 
State  Ttechers  College 

Dear  kb  dsnf 

Throagih  th«  caurt«iy  of  Mr,  Paul  Aa«le 
your  letter  to  bin?  of  Fetsrtiary  21,  1933  1»  before  ««. 
To^  can  feel  gur©  that  I  j^'^i  Intentely  Interested  in 
what  yoii  hare  to  tay  aborst  the  grandmother  of  Ifancy 
Haakt  sad  I  would  appreciate  wore  than  I  co^ld  tell 
any  informfttloR  that  would  help  u«  to  potitively 
i^^tify  her  mother    a«  to  the  Shlp^^a. 

Very  alncerely  yo^rt* 


UfftSB 


KreolBdr 

Lincoln  Eittorioal  Baeeareh  foundation 


G.  W.  BROCK. 

President 


pZl-^^t^-e-^/^  //.W^Lwuz/  I^UJLcU^-vJ^  :^,,,^,^z^^.-oLoJ^^^^ 


^p^^^C^;^^^  ?^6.k^^^L>^^6^^t^  y?vaJMJ^^^<J^  O^O'-u^^^i'^i^d^-^ 


0^  A^O-^y-J^    OL^  O-l^tjr^ 


March  3,  1933 


^la  Armstrong 

Stat©  Teachers  College 
T.lvingstoa,  Alabama 

I^ar  Madaat 

may  feel  snre  I  appreciate  Tery  mch 
ths  InforKmtion  ycm  have  forwarded  about  the  Ripley 
faally.     It  Is  possible  that  yo«.  ml^t  halp  me  still 
futrthor  in  locatiE^  %h9  Identical  place  n^iere  the  Shlpleys 
lived  at  the  time  Hftfgrate  Shipley  was  growing  trp. 

I  sm  wondering  if  you  could  give  me  th© 
c<mnty  In  Worth  Carolina  as  w®ll  as  the  gemreiX  location 
of  the  ho»0  In  the  c^nty,     I  am  wandering  also  if  you 
have  heard  of  acy  othv^r  sisters  of  !%rgrat©  and  who  they 
my  have  raarrisd,     f^rthcroore,  I  wonder  If  yoa  could  put 
©e  in  tcnich  wl  th  the  lasrabers  cdP  the  Amstrong  family  1^0 
are  still  living, 

I  trust  you  will  fesl  that  I  approolats  this 
asftlstv^ne®  very,  vory  laach  as  it  helps  us  with  the  problem 
we  are  trjdng  to  work  oat« 

I  aw  sure  yon  would  Ilk©  to  have  soaa  of  the 
balletlna  which  I  enclose  and  si^iieh  will  give  you  soeie  1b» 
sli^t  into  th©  work  wa  arc?  tjylng  to  do, 

I  have  always  been  convinced  that  ^  saucy  Eanki 
was  from  a  good  family  asA  I  am  sure  that  the  Shlpleys  are 
just  the  kind  of  a  background  we  would  expect  her  to  have. 

Very  elncersly  ytmrs. 


LAWjAAM 

?J3CS, 


Director 

Idncoln  Historical  Rosoarch  Foundatloft 


G.  W.  BROCK 

PRESIDENT 


^Hifcrngston,  (Ala. 


yunA^  JLa/-^-'''^  <jLaX2'<^  ^ 

ju^^iytLuA  ^  ^p^.^^        "m^^t.^  St^-.^  YLudt^ 


April  4,  1933 


Mias  Mary  Slle  Aitastrong 
State  Teachers  College 
Livingston,  Alebma 

dear  Miss  Aymstrpngj 

It  has  been  very  kind  of  you  indeed  to  put  m  in 
toudi  with  Mrsii  Puett»  who  I  think  will  be  of  greet 
eteistanoe  in  helping  to  woxk  out  the  puzsle  of  Liooolndbe 
p«)temel  aneostry. 

There  is  no  doubt  In  my  own  mind  but  whet  Kenoy 
Eentes*  Esther  Wfts  Lucy  Shipley  but  there  Is  some  question 
ea  to  whet  wes  her  father* a  afirst  name,  nlthough  I  em 
confident  thet  the  name  Implies  he  wee  a  Hpnks. 

It  will   be  necessary  for  us  to  dismiss  ell  the 
unlovely  stories  that  heve  been  told  about  Hanoy  Henhis 
end  her  parents  as  we  have  doouioentary  evidence  now  to 
show  that  Thoiaes  Lincoln,  who  liancy  Henks  inerried,  was  a 
very  respectful  pioneer  and  In  much  better  oiroumstancee 
that  we  have  heretofore  believed. 

If  you  heer  anything  further  that  will  be  of 
interest  to  us  relative  to  the  Shipley  family,  of  course 
we  shell  be  delisted  to  heer  from  you. 

(^Ite  soon  we  intend  to  publish  a  bulletion  on 
the  Shipley  which  will  give  the  various  branches  in  tracing 
them  beck  to  the  Carolina  residence. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


Director 

lAWtLH        Lincoln  lj;>tional  Life  Foundation 


Belmont,  ^^.C. 
March  18,  1933. 


Dear  Ella: 

I  am  enclosing  copy  of  inscription  on  marker. 

The  clipping  you  sent  is  most     interesting.  But, to  my  mind 
there  is  a  veil  of  mystery  wrapped  about  the  mother  of  Nancy 
that  can  never  be  entirely    lifted,  unless  Abe,  himself  has  done 
it  in  the  papers  entrusted  to  his  son,  which  are  in  the  Congress- 
sionnl  libr&ry  and  v^-hich  are  to  be  opened  in  1941. 

Let's  analyze  the  traditional  part  of  the  clipping, 
the  Shipley  pai't,thqt  we  are  most  interested  in.  It  is  stated  that 
there  were  six  Shipley  sisters,  two  not  accounted  for. 
One  of  these  v^as,  of  course,  Margaret,  bur  common  ancestress, 
another  is  sfild  to  have  been  the  mother  of  Tom  -^incoln  and  wife  ■ 

of  Abraham  lincoln,  Tom's  father  If  we  are  not  careful- 

we  will  get  linked  up  with  the  trifling  Tom  The  Shipley's 

were  here,  we  know,  and  they  kept  coming  and  .going  until  after 
the  Revolution,  A  few  lingered  o.thers  went  to  Kentucky.  There 
was  an  Etii,with  a  war  record, in  n.iecklenburg  county.  Wliere  the 
homesite  of  the  Shipley's  v^ras  ^  Ho  not  know,  but,  I  believe, 
somewhere  on  the  Catawba  not  far  from  where  I  was  raised. 
In  the  Secretary  of  State's  office,  Raleigh  there  is  s  record  of 
a  land  patent  to  Edward  Shipley  grant,ed_^on  November  2nd,  1784 
located  on  both  sides  of  the  SatawbaT'  Others  of  them  were  here 
at  least  ten  years  prior  to  this  time. 

It  is  knovm  positively     that  two  of  the  Hanks  family, 
Dicky  and  James, v;?ere  here  and  heads  of  families  in  1790,  This 
is  proven  by    the  census.   James  is  supposed, by  som.e  to  have 
been  the  father  of  Nancy,  Now  if  James  Hanks  were  her  father 
and  Lucy  Shipley    tianks  her  mother  why  did  she  live  with  the 
reprobate,  Dicky  instead  of  her  own  father  and  mother? 
If  it  could  be  proven  that  James  Hanks  did  marry  Lucy  Shipley, 
as  seems  quite  probable,  how  is  it  to  be  told  whether  or  not 
Nancy  vms  the  child  of  such  a  marria  ge? 

The  above  is,  of course,  unsupported  supposition,  but  it 
is  hard  to  dislodge   an  idea  that  was  planted  somehow  and  took 
root  years  ago.   I  have  long  thought  that  Nancy  came  by  some  of 
her  characteristics  honestly. 

Robert  Mitchell  together  with  Margaret  Shipley  Sloan 
Armstrong  and  another  were  the  administrators  of  the  estate 
of  Robert  Sloan,  my  great  great  grandfather.  You  see  he  was  grandma 
Margarets  brother-inlaw . 

The  James  Hanks  mentioned  v/as  almost  certainly  the 
grandfather  of  George  and  ancestor  of  the  family  here. 

Dicky  was  not  mentioned  in  Joseph's  will.  To  my  mind 
it  seems  likely  that  Dicky,  that  the  James  that  was  here  and  the 
mother  of  Nancy  were  of  another  family  than  that  of  Joseph. 

I  do    not  know  wnen  Nancy  left  Dicky's  home. 


April  4.  193S 


Mrs.  Mimi»  S.  Pvwtt 
BeXmont,  Horth  Cftrollne 

Throu^  the  kindness  of  Miss  Mary  WlXb  Armstrong, 
Stat0  Teachers  GolXege,  Livingston,  Alabama  the  contents  of 
your  recent  letter  to  her  hrve  been  passed  on  to  me. 

It  is  is^ossible  for  aie  to  describe  how  pleased  I  em 
to  make  this  contect  because  I  feel  quite  siire  now  thet  the 
problems  which  liave  confronted  those  who  have  been  studying 
tbs  iSilpley  family  for  many  years  are  about  to  be  solved. 

From  several  sections  of  the  country  family  tx«ditione 
have  been  coming  to  me  about  the  Shipley  family  and  their 
connection  with  Abraliam  Lincoln. 

The  confusion,  however,  seeras  to  have  arisen  from 
the  tradition  that  was  quite  early  circulated  that  Abraham 
Lincoln's  grendfatlier  had  married  a  Shipley. 

This  I  believe  to  be  untrue  as  there  is  no  evidence 
that  the  Lincolns  and  Shipleys  were  in  the  seme  conmunity 
at  any  tiioe  before  their  arrival  in  Kentucky. 

We  now  have  the  united  testimony  of  the  Mitchells, 
the  MoCords,  the  Berrys,  your  own  frmily,  end  the  relatives 
of  Nenoy  Haiiks  which  are  in  harmony  about  the  origin  of 
Lincoln's  mother  and  the  relationship  of  the  Shipley  sisters 
in  North  Caroline, 

It  now  remains  for  us  to  find,  if  possible,  sosie 
court  records  which  would  show  Bobert  Shipley's  residence  at 
some  point  In  North  Carolina  end  If  possible  some  accurate 
record  of  the  number  of  members  In  his  family  and  their  nemes. 

I  do  not  know  of  any  one  better  located  to  discover 
this  data  than  yourself  end  I  feel  that  you  would  help  to  neto 
a  very  fine  contribution  to  American  history  if  you  could 
assist  us  In  this  effort. 


Mrs.  Misde  S.  P«wtt  -2*  April  4,  1933 


I  m  not  so  sure  bmt         your  easier  la  eorr«etly 
pld«ed  iu  Xocatlng  the  cbildl]yood  haase  of  Kencgr  Bsnka  end  ve 
Imm  no  positiva  oiriddnce  that  h»T  fetber*e  ttf^ae  ves  Jmes, 
it  miy  he've  been  Dicky  as  is  sags08tod»  but  I  am  woaderln^ 
if  possibly  there  lufts  jsot  been  csonfiatiion  between  Isncy  Banka* 
Wide  Eicdifrd  (or  Dicky)  Berry -iffho  married  Beehel  Shipley. 

Beaejy  BenScs  lived  «ith  this  Mcherd  Berxy  et 

Keatucfey  and  possibly  litred  with  hla  in  Biortii  Cerolins. 

Hy  tiieory  is  that  Laacy  itiipley  IfeEfcs  wes  widowed 
slo^rtly  £fter  the  birth  of  Hency  end  thet        went  to  live 
with  her  little  zirl  mith  lier  eister  BBChel  Shipley  Berry. 
■This  is  nor  theorj'  aim  I  thliA:  sihe  x^sseined  with  the  Berrye 
£f ter  they  reached  lentxicky  until  Ehe  a^rried  a  fi»eond  tisae 
Mr.  Henry  .Sparrow.,  Isricar  Ecnke  Lincoln  rmr.iialag  with  her 
uncle  Fnd  mmt  pfter  this  second  sssrriage. 

tery  shortly  I  wili  hrve  sTOilsble  aoiae  d€t»  on  the 
Shipley  fmily  -s^hich  will  be  rvsilsble  £or  circaXatloii  smo/sg 
aoaae  of  y<mr  relstives. 

Ihlle  liTii^ '  in  lentuaiky  for  »ay  yeere  I  had  ooatact 
with  e  Shipley^'frmily  there  snd  heve  gathered  hajadrede  of 
Shipley  records  thrcm^mat  tM  yes^i**  Althoug^i  of  no  relation 
to  the  family  myself,  I  b©  isteusely  interested  in  giving  to 
Abrehsffi  Lincoln  snd  ls.msr  leaka'  Eiother  e  rea^tstftil  eM,  I  feel, 
B  wery  honoreble  beclfegroimd. 

Let  ae  ©ssare  you  b^rIu  thet  I  eppreciete  very  mxc&l  the 
help  ysftt  h«ve  given  lae  by  the  information  conveyed  in  your  letter 
to  Miss  Armstrong. 

Inclosed  you  will  find  e  few  boLHetins  releting  to  the 
problems  which  ere  now  confronting  us. 

?ery  sincerely  yours. 


Dlreetor 

Lincoln  Setionsl  Life  Foundetion 


Mrs.  W.  b.  Puett 
beumont,  n.  c. 


April  27,  1933. 


Mr.  Louis  A.  WarrenDirec tor 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 
Fort  V/ayne,  Indiana 


Dear  Sir: 


I  am  sorry  I  cannot  give  you  the 
information  you  desire  about  the' Shipleys .  Th-^re 
are  several  Shipleys  mentioned  in  Colonial 
records  of  North  Carolina    hut  not  Robert .Neither 
does  there  seem  to  be  any  record  of  a  grant  or 
deed  to  a  Robert  in  the  offict  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  Raleigh.   If  he  were  a  land  owner 
the  records  should  be  in  Mecklenburg  county  or 
Lincoln  from  which  Gaston  county  was  cut  off. 
It  is  practically  certain  that  the  Shipleys  lived 
near  the  Catav-rba  river  in  one  or  the  other  of 
the  above  mentioned  counties. 

Robert  Mitchell  and  Robt.  Sloan  , both  of  whom, 
married  Shipleys  lived  near  the  Rive'r  on  the 
Mecklenburg  side.     McCord  is  alvso  a  i'^ecklenburg 
name.  The  Berrys'were  on     the  Western  or  Gaston 
side  of  theRiver.  Some  of  the  Berrys,  still  llving^.cL<cU^ 
near  the  River, in  Gaston  county  participated, in 
the  Revolution.   Thomas  ^incoln  and  two  brothers, 
Josirih  find  Mordecai  , were  , according  to  strong 
tradition, born  in  this  county  their  mother  being 
Miss  Mary  Shipley.  Two  sisters  were  born  later 
in  Kentucky.   It  is  known  positively  from  the 
17P0  census_thHt     there  were    here  , at  that  time 
two  Hankses,  Dicky  and  James.  Dicky,  an  uncle 
was  the  one    with  v/hom  Nancy    lived.   It  seems  likely 
then  that  Nancy  Hanks  and  Thomas  "^incoln  knew 
each  other  before  either  went  to  Kentucky/. 

All  these  people  were  freinds  and  neighbors 
in  Virginia,  Amelifi  county  where  records  may 
exist.  They  came  to  North' Carolina.  Some  of ' them 
remained  as  their  descendants  here  can  testify 
others,  as  the  Lincolns,   some  of  the  Berrys 
and    Shipleys,  proba3)y  about  1780,  went  on'  to 
Kentucky. 

Thank  jo\i  for  the  bulletins,  I  have  enjoyed 
them  very  much. 


Very  trulv 


Mrs  .  Vi  puett 


Umj  3»  1933 


Mra.  W.  B.  Paett 
Balmont,  Korth  Carol lius 

My  desr  sladaai 

Tour  coarrespoadaaoB  is  indeed  rery  interest  lug 

pad  esijeclislly  thet  portion  of  it  ^hich  refers  to  the 
Haziksea  and  the  Shipleys  comini;  froa  ijoelie  Couxi^ 
Virginia . 

I  sm  woaderin^  if  there  sre  any  fputily  traditiont 
which  snpport  uhia  fact,  or  ©iiy  records  there  which  would 
iEtdicate  the  Virgiuie  residence  of  these  Shipleys  and 
Haidcees. 

X  hare  quite  n  coiz^lete  list  of  the  Henkses  in 
A^^lia  County  end  hsTO  "been  there  on  two  or  three 
occasions  to  do  resesrch  work. 

(^ite  soon  I  wish  to  publish  e  special  bulletin 
on  the  Shipleys  which  I  think,  will  go  aut  to  seTerel 
Imndred  members  of  the  Shipley  f^^iaily  now  in  Aiaeriofi. 
fhis  should  he  a  great  help  in  solving  our  prohl^ss. 

As  soon  es  the  bulletin  is  reedy  I  will  be 
plessed  to  send  you  several  ecpies  so  thet  you  amy  have 
it  for  referent  woxk* 

Thanking  you  again  for  your  intez«st  in  this 
metter,  I  eai 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


Director 

MSeLH  Lincoln  Ketionel  Life  Foundetion 


Mlmetkt,  Heerth  Oeatoilrm 

It  ii  ogr  Inftfiil^on  doifiiis  lh«  lat%«r  iiurt  of  JtCLy  to 
vi&it  Mectldei^Ntre  Coont^r,  Worth  Oflorolina  and  leak*  fM  forthtr 
i2tf*9tigatioa  vith  »«f«r9&oo  to  %h»  Shipl^  fmily. 

While  there  Z  hop*  It  idXl  be  oonirenient  for  me  to 
hBim  a  oonforeaee  with       At  BoXnto&t  m&  I  notxld  approoiat« 
very  ffliMb  If       wcmid  learn,  if  poselMe,  If  other  deaoendants 
of  the  Ba|!«^  Basks  or  Shtplay  family  ^.^KXt  Urtns  in  tha 
^oini%y  df  the  Oatavl^a  laiTor, 

It  aq^are  to  ma  that  we  hava  leathered  to  laoah  in«> 
formation  ab<mt  tl^  aarXy  history  ^  the  fteilly  that  it  It 
tima  that  soma  dadudtloiis  ^iiould  ha  made  that  idll  ba  aooaptad 
by  hietorli^  generally* 

X  wotild  greatly  appreoiata  yoixr  help  and  trsst  that 
in  Gaston  Oounty  there       be  ioiiie  yeoords  araliable  vhi^  will  be 
of  ateletaaca. 

7exy  tiTily  youre. 


Dlreetor 

Linooln  National  Life  foundation 


Mrs.  w.  b.  Puett 
belmont,  n.  c. 

June  26,  1935. 


Dr.  Louis  A,  Warren,  Director 
Lincoln  N  ational  Life  Foundation, 
Fort  Vifayne,  Indiana 


Dear  Sir: 


I  am  pleased  to  have  the  Bulletins 
about  the  Shipley  sisters,  and  am  appreciative 
of  your  kindness  in  sending  them. 

There  is  a  little  more  information 
about  the  Shipley's  which  I  have  gathered  and 
which  I  shall  forv/ard  as  soon  as  I  have  time 
to  get  it  together. 


Cordially  yours. 


Mrs.  W.B,  Puett, 

Gaston  County  historian 


Jtme  30,  1933 


Mre,  W,  B,  Fuett 
Saston  Ooimty  Hletorisa 
BelTBent,  Horth  Carol  ina 

My  dear  Mi»8#  Puetii 

I  am  irery  ^lad  indeed  to  hear  from  you  agjain 
and  «h(3fuld  b«  very  rmdh  pleased  If  you  could  definitely 
locate  for  we  th«  site  of  the  original  Silpley  h<xxe<, 
We  are  gathering  more  data  on  the  farallY  from  time  to 
tiwe»  and  I  hop©  'hf  tb®  t\me  the  aurnmer  is  over  we  will 
have  quite  a  fine  lot  of  biographical  data  conjplled. 

Yoni  niay  feel  as  stared  that  any  thin??:  you  may  do 
to  aseiet  u»  will  be  ■very  greatly  a%)f!reciated, 

Yery  sincerely  yours. 


Director 

Linooln  Historical  Eesearch  fmindation 


Mrs.  w.  b.  Puett 
belmont,  n.  c. 


Sfalj  1,1935 


Mr.  Louis  A.  Warren, 
Port  Wayne,  Indiana 


Dear  Sir: 


If  I  can  assist  along  the  lines 
mentioned  in  your  letter,     I  shall  be  glad 
to  do  so.  However,    1  am    afraid  not 
many    records  are  available. 


Yours  very    truly,  ^ 

Mts  Y/.B.  Puett 

Gaston  County  Historian 


Atlgttst  6,  1934 


Belnaont,  North  Carolina 

1^  quest  Tor  mm  material  on  the  problem  of 
Ahneiham  Llnooln''3  raatemal  ancestry  whic^  took  me  into 
Horth  Carolina  mid  Virginia  proved  to  be  productive  of 
mariy  new  valuable  leeds. 

I  had  a  very  pleasant  visit  indeed  in  Gaston 
Cotmty  and  especially  in  enjoyed  seeing  the  rooixuaent 
and  raarker  to  Kancy  Hanks  Iiiucoln  which  you  and  your 
brother  erected. 

I  vas  Borneiirhat  disappointed  in  not  being  «ble  to 
find  at  Charlotte  son®  of  the  earlier  records  of  the 
county  whidi  must  t)i#8tored  amy  somewhere  unknotm  to  the 
l>reseiit  official  t. 

The  first  audit  book  or  record  book  of  the  county 
which  gives  the  early  list  of  oouiaiaaioners  and  county 
officers  ia  apparently  not  available  either  at  Cliarlotte 
or  at  Salelgh.    Book  Ko.  2,  however,  is  in  Raleigh.  I  am 
wondering  If  80«is  time  when  you  are  at  Charlotte  you  will 
not  make  some  effort  to  locate  this  old  order  book  Ho*  1 
whie>^  the  people  at  the  State  Library  claim  is  still  in 
Charlotte.    ^Ihis  iwould  be  a  valuable  source  indeed  to 
i&ich  X  have  not  had  access* 

There  is  one  other  source  of  infonuation  very 
valuable  indeed  and  often  overlooked  which  I  could  not 
discover  at  Charlotte.    It  is  the  old  paper  usually  filed 
and  stored  away  to  which  the  public  does  not  have  access 


ISttt  which  gives  the  fi^jpointeaent  of  I^d  Coiamissioners,  early  tax 
lists,  record©  of  students,  etc.  which  la      far  the  laoat  ve^mble 
historical  scmrce.    These  Imdiea  of  old  papers  I  could  net  die«37er 
at  Charlotte  althots^  I  think  ttii^  istaet  he"  stored  »ora»Bhere. 

In  Virginia  1  had  laidh  better  aaceees.  t'caste  ha^ 
hoiae  verir  raaoh  encwfara^d  with  the  raateariad  which  I  eas  able  to 
^.ther. 


'^Yi&a  I  hscfe-  ^dtfitAes^  time  to  feather  t?se  aiaiterlal  and.. 
mkm  9Qm  deductions  from  It,  I  i(dll  wrftfe  70a' 1^  respect 
to  the  aeteal  resaltsj  of  ^  tartlf). 


I  noticed  all  tiirou.iiout 


Tery  troly  yours. 


Director 


^1 


July  5,  1955 


Mrs.  W,  B.  Puett 
Gaston  Co\mty  Historian 
Beimont,  Korth  Carolina 

My  dear  Mrs.  Puett: 

I  have  "before  a©  a  very  interestin ;  letter  written 
on  April  1,  1898  from  Catatonia,  Horth  Carolina,  by  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Hoffiaan.    In  this  letter  Mrs*  Hoffman  speaks  of  the  old  family 
bible  in  her  possession  whidi  gives  the  names  of  a  great  rasmy 
of  the  Kanks  family,  which  I  believe  is  the  same  family  in 
which  we  are  especially  interested. 

In  this  letter  Mrs.  Hoffiaan  states  t}iat«»Dr.  E»  B. 
Holland  ©jad  family  have  moved  to  Bluefield,  ^est  Virginia, 
fhey  are  the  only  ones  I  can  refer  yon  to  who  might  be  of  some 
assistance  to  you." 

It  would  be  of  very  great  interest  to  me  if  this  old 
bible  could  be  located  tliroiagh  any  of  the  descendants  of  llrs. 
Hoffman.  Also  if  the  present  address  of  Dr.  Holland  could  be 
secured,  If  he  is  still  living, 

Hmnking  you  for  your  willin^piess  to  be  of  assistance 
to  Bie«  I  am 

Very  truly  yours, 


TAWtlJI 


Director 


Mrs.  W.  b.  Puett 
beumont,  n.  c. 


July  20,  1935. 


Mr,  Louis  A.  Warren,  Director 
Lincoln    National    Life  •'foundation. 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Sir: 

Upon  my  return  from  a    vacation  I  received 
your  letter  of  July  5th. 

Mrs,  W.H/  ■'ioffman  is  dead  and  most  of 
her  family.  She  probably  has  one  son  living 
whose  address  I    do    not  know. 

The    Hollands,  who  moved  from  here  to 
Bluefield,  West  Virginia  are    dead  with  the  exception 
of  one,  Mr.  Claud  Holland,  Gastonia,  N.C, 
One  member  of  this  family,  Dr.  Geo.  Holland, now 
dead, was  well  posted  on  County  history.  I  have 
talked  with  him  about  historical  matters,  but  if 
he    knew  anything  about  the  Hanks  family  he 
did    not  tell  me  though  I    knew  him  to  be  a  direct 
descendant  of  "Dicky  Hanks",  The  uncle  with 
whom  Nancy  lived  v;hile  a  resident  of  this  County. 

Some  of  the  Hankes  are  still  here. 
The  Shipleys  and  Berrys  are  gone.  There  are 
plenty  of  Shipley  descendants  bearing  other  names. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  you  to  know 
that  there  is  a    record  of    a    land  grant  to 
Edward  Shipley  in  the  office  of  the  Sec.  of  State, 
Raleigh.  The  location  is  indefinite,  only  states 
on  both  sides  of  the  Catawba  River. 

Wishing  you  success,  I  am 

Cordially  yours. 


Mrs.  W.B.  Puett 

Gaston  County  Historian 


iFuly  23,  1936 


Mrs.  W.  B.  Puflttt 
•Qaaton  County  Historian 
Bftlmont,  Korth  Carolina 

My  dear  Mr«*  Puattj 

,  It  appears  now  as  If  I  will  arrive  In  Gastonia 
pofsltily  Sunday  night  and  will  try  and  got  in  touch  with 
you  some  timo  Monday* 

I  will  have  a  lot  of  historical  data  with  la© 
on  the  Shipley  and  oont&ot  families  and  will  he 
especially  interested  In  locating,  if  possible,  the 
original  Robert  Shipley  tract  of  land. 

It  appears  to  me  as  if  it  will  b®  necessary 
while  on  tills  trip  to  go  to  Ealeigh  and  possibly  on  to 
Vlr^nia  where  I  have  visited  on  other  occasions. 

It  appears  to  m  inow  as  if  we  had  enou^ 
laaterial  gathered  so  that  we  can  quite  definitely  establish 
the  maternal  ancestry  of  Lincoln  and  I  will  be  very  happy 
Indeed  to  have  the  pleasure  of  going  over  the  xofiterial  with 
you. 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAWtLH 


Director 


Mr,  Louis  A.  Warren,  Director 
Port  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Sir: 

'ATien  I    get  a  little  time,  I  shall 
be  pleased  to  make  an  effort  to  locate  the 
old  order  bookNo^l  and  other  material 
of  which  you  wrote. 

I  am  eager  to  learn  the  results  of 
your  trip  to  North  Carolina.  The  subject 
makes  gre : t  appeal  to  me. 

If  I  uncover  anything  that  ¥/ill 
be  of  help  to^t^I  shall  let  yoj  know. 


Cordially  yours, 

Mrs,  W.E.  Puett 
Gaston  County 
Historian 


November  19,  1936 


Mr.  W.  B.  Adams 
RustTSfurg,  Virginia 

!ly  dear  Mr.  Adaias: 

I  am  taking  this  occasion  to  thank  you  for 
your  nuas^  coxirfeesies  extended  to  me  while  In 
Csisg^hell  County  . 

I  was  iMst  able  to  get  to  Carroll  County  but 
did  spend  a  day  at  Lunenburg  and  found  sonae 
interestlivi'  f^aterlal  there.    I  wish  it  isvere  possible 
for  you  to  do  some  research  work  in  that  county. 

I  ara  takin^^  occasion  to  ?7rlte  a  letter  to 
your  Chief,  Mr.  Airery  McKeaner,  a  copy  of  which  I 
enclose  and  I  hope  it  laay  result  in  soiae  active  effort 
in  the  field  of  research  tjhich  we  discussed. 

Enclosed  you  will  please  find  some  a>pies  of 
Lincoln  Lore  which  you  my  enjoy  reading. 

Thankia^  you  again  for  yo\xr  courtesies,  I 
Yours  very  truly 


LA^tl^H  Director 
Enc. 


COUNTY  CLERKS  OFFICE 

HON.  DON  P.  HALSEY,  JUDGE  C.W.  WOODSON,  CLERK 

LYNCH  BURG,  VIRGINIA  R.  W.  FOSTER,  DEPUTY 

RusTBURG,  Virginia 


7ki  JU.  A.  ^« 

el  >^  Ax..//^  ^ 


COUNTY  CLERKS  OFFICE 

HON.  DON  P.  HALSEY,  Judge  C.W.  WOODSON,  Clerk 

LYNCHBURG.  VIRGINIA  R.W.  FOSTER,  DEPUTY 

RusTBURG,  Virginia 
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Baesc'baT  10,  1936 


Mr,  W.  B  .  Adamt 
County  Clerk's  Office 
Oampbttll  Coimty 

My  daar  Mr.  Adaras: 

It  i«  good  news,  indeed,  to  laam  that  jm.  have  been 
giimn  a  j^cml  assignmsnt  on  the  Hanks  family  problaa  aiid  I 
think  nm  aam^himg  will  be  acc^n^li^ad. 

I  do  m%  nacali  nm  How  laany  eopi®s  of  Lincoln  l*ore 
1  sent  you  in  r:iy  last  letter    relating  diractly  to  the  Hanks 
faaily,  btst  I  m  having  soia®  plaotostata  rmde  today  of  copies 
whidi  ars  out  of  print  ihich  I  ara  gait©  sura  you  did  not  aPdceive. 

V  The  Prowitt  family  «foi<ii  le  connected  with  the  Shipley 
and  Haaaic«  families  wsre  in  the  Charlotte  CoOTamity  as  early  as 
17S3  and  Micfaael  Pro^ittta  da-ughter   Eachael .  marrlo  Hobert  Shipley, 
a  brother  of  laiey  ^play,  #io  is  said  to  have  xaarried  Joxaes  Harihw. 
So  you  cm  see  the  Wftlation.ship  is  quite  close, 

I  do  hope  you  irili  be  abivi  to  jgj  to  Irtinenbarg  Coirnty  for  I 
think  you  would  find  a  lot  of  early  records  prev  ou.s  to  the  j^ottin^ 
off  of  Bedford  Comty.    I  do  not  think  that  this  county  has  ever 
b«3n  wo  iked  and  hsre  it  is  possible  that  the  marriage  bonds  of  the 

Shipley  /sirls  are  f:-l3d,  at  least  s  la©  of  thea. 

Til.;,  last  Lincoln  Lora  piiblish.ed  on  the  -S.apley  family  ^^ibh 
givae  dates  discoveraa  about  Robert  Shipley  would  be  very  helpful  to 
ym  I  thine  in  locating  other  records  and  I  hope  you  will  ketjp  in 
touch  with  me  eo  I  :nay  be  able  to  assist  you  if  I  can  in  locating 
the  early  aoice store  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 

I  will  probably  be  throt^gh  there  again  in  febrmiry  and  I 
hope  ^  will  h&m  an  opportunity  to  see  you, 

Very  traly  yoiirs, 


LAW:EB 


Director 

Lincoln  Hational  Life  'foundation 


COUNTY  CLERKS  OFFICE 


HON.  DON  P.  HALSEY,  Judge 

LYNCHBURG,  VIRGINIA 


C.  W.  WOODSON,  Clerk 
R.W.  FOSTER,  Deputy 


RusTBURG,  Virginia 
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COUNTY  CLERKS  OFFICE 


HON.  DON  p.  HALSEY,  Judge 
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Beceia'ber  18,  19S6 


Ut*  W.  B.  Adaias 

|j!y  doar  Mr.  Adams  s 

Tom  may  feel  mre  that  I  appreciate  very 
Eiau&  ycmr  offer  to  do  a  definite  piece  of  research 
work  for  us  Mt  I  regret  exceedingly  t)mt  irs  have 
no  funds  availaljile  for  sucli  work  as  this  T?hich 
coBies  tmder  the  headiOiS  of  Gex^alogictil  Beseaxcb. 

I  think  the  reason  why  we  do  not  hsve  a 
"better  history  of  tmay  of  the  faadlies  associated 
with  Lincoln  is  because  ik)  special  appropriation 
is  mde  for  dolsii?  judt  the  type  of  work  tliat  you 
are  atteiaptinrj  to  do. 

1  uish  it  were  in  sigr  power  to  authorize 
some  one  to  ^ire  his  entire  tirae  to  this  work  "but 
such  is  not  the  case. 

I  gather  from  your  letter,  however,  that 
you  will  not  be  iaolested  in  the  work  you  are  now 
doing  and  you  will  probably  have  some  time  to  give 
to  the  Lincoln  and  Hanks  contacts  as  they  are  called 
to  yar  attention  in  the  various  docujEoents. 

N?ay  I  tell  you  again  how  imch  I  appreciate 
having  met  you  and  trust  I  will  see  you  a^ain  in 
February  when  I  come  ttirough  Virginia. 

Very  truly  yours 


LAW:LH 


Director 
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to«  9,  1939 


Idae  Marie  Gteith 
P.  0.  Box  1575 
OastonlA^  H.  C. 

Mbr  dssr  Mies  Steitlii 

« 

Z  yam  lodoed  glad  to  bear  trm  you  as  I  an 
IntOMiely  laterested  In  aha  SBiiplejr  faally  connection 
vith  the  Xtinoolns  end  have  done  eonalderable  reaearoh 
irarl:  on  the  fessilT  in  Tix^nia.    (I  am  now  trying  to 
get  it  publlGhed. ) 

Tou  viU  find  tinder  separate  cover  a  htilletin 
on  the  ihipley  faaily  i^ioh  X  am  pleased  to  eend  end  it 
imj  oontrihute  scnething  to  the  data  you  have  already 
gathered. 

If  yoa  ocne  aoroae  further  historical  inf oznation 
ahout  the  family  I  should  like  vesy  mich  to  he  advised 
as  X  am  sure  there  is  madh  more  to  learn  ahout  tiie 
suvetoents  of  the  Shipleys  in  Sorth  Carolina. 

there  hsat  rec^tly  becni  i^rinted  a  history  of 
the  ttii:^y  faaasily  in  Masryland^  a  hoc^  containing  2S0 
yigit  selling  for  $10.00.    Xt  is  published  by  the 
Besse  Fressi  ]^t5jBore«  Maryland. 

X  shall  he  pleased  indeed  to  send  you  sane  tine 
lat«r  on  the  results  of  all  of  ay  researches  in  Tirginia. 

Very  truly  yours^ 


UVsBT 
L.A.Verren 


Director 
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July  6,  1959 


mis  HktIo  Scil'th 
P.  0.  Box  1373 
Qftstonia,  Hortli  Carolina 

ify  dear  mas  8iBitht 

Thank  you  yory  smoh  for  your  Intareatlng  InfaznatioQ 
iMeh  eoasa  vlth  your  letter  of  Jlme  28. 

On  tvo  different  ocoaaiona  t  have  1>een  in  GcMtonia, 
Borth  Carolina  and  alao  in  the  Oourtliouae  in  Mocklen^urg 
County.    X  have  done  oonaiderable  reaearch  vork  and  aa 
aooo  aa  tine  pezmita  X  vill  aend  you  duplioatea  of  utaat 
X  bave  found  and  poa8il}ly  in  voz^ng  together  -ve  xnay 
aible  to  definitely  aettle  the  Joint  family  connectiona 
aa  they  exiated  during  the  early  JSksrth.  Carolina  reaidenta 
0f  the  Shipley  flmily. 

Tory  truly  youra. 


iHAaHarren 


director 
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July  20,  1959 


Mlse  Marie  Smith 
f,  0.  Boat  1373 
Oastonla,  2f.  0. 

Tbaak*  tot  Buoh  for  the  Inf ozsatlon  vlth 
reference  to  the  tinooln  foaily  and  other  itms  ifhloh 
b»Te  oene  through  your  reoent  letter. 

I  eeetvqplate  very  soon  preparizig  a  oopy  of 
the  tocoln  ip.pan«n  oq  Richard  Berxy, 

X  cannot  feel  that  the  Richard  Barry  and  our 
Richard  Ben:<y  are  one  and  the  essm,    I  t^lrik  m  vlU 
have  to  look  qIm&^&tq  far  another  Richard  Berry  i^ 
lived  at  Ifec]s^.enhurg  ^out  a  decade  or  tiro  preTious 
to  1790.    I^re  la  a  hare  poealbillty  that  Richard 
Berzy  nerer  did      to  KOrth  Carolina  l>ut  migrated 
directly  from  tlrgialM,   Ttda  reaaaina  to  he  «0!riced  out. 

As  ve  dificorver  the  facta  ahout  the  family  In 
vhlch  you  are  interested  ve  vill  he  pleased  to  malEe 
thesa  Imown  to  you. 

Vary  truly  yours. 


I»«A.1farren 


Director 
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*broh  28,  19^0 


llie«  Marie  antb 
P.  0.  Boat  1373 

»»r  meg  stalih: 

to  you  for  sew  li^e^uLliS,??f*l? 

»«etln«  Mrs.  Puett  a^t^  ^h^^S^^^ 
»aa<V  ftaka.  ^•^^  the  atatj  of 

*  little  atory  on  ?rB2Sley''Si^  ^v,*"^'!^  '^^^^ 
on*  ^  prepared  if^e'TiX^KS^^f"- 

Carolina  I  will  h™°'^^  *^  ^         ^^«^t  to  Horth 

V<wy  truly  youre^ 
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Deoeaber  2^^  19^0 


NlBS  Marie  Smith 

Mbr  dear  mimt 

Tou  vlU  please  find  eneloeea  a  recent  leaue  of  the 
Llncoln'e  KteBBan  uhlch  glvea  you  a  little  hlatcry  of  the 
milpley,Prultt,  mtohell  and  Baidca  ftolllee  before  leaving 
for  Sdrth  Carolina. 

Bone  day  I  hope  to  do  a  Lincoln  Klnanan  on  the 
forth  Carolina  contact*  and  of  couree  should  appreciate  any 
further  Inf eraatlon  vhlch  you  Bay  he  ahl©  to  gather. 

There  Is  no  questlotj  In  HF  »lnd  but  i*at  the  ^ 
families  to  nhom  ve  so  often  refer  In  connection  vlth  Lincoln  o 
mother  came  from  MecklenbuJB  County  or  Oaston  County,  lorth 
Carolina. 

Thank  you  for  your  continued  help. 
Tory  truly  yours. 


UViEB 
Snc. 


2>lrector 


APARTMENT  509 
99  SOUTH  RAYMOND  AVENUE 
PASADENA  1,  CALIFORNIA 
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August  S^,  1930 


Miss  LUlian  P«  Goodlaiic^t 
%        mas  QooS]axl^2 

jr«ars  €®o        various  courtSiouac  recordtt  in  Virgixiia  aod  ijMle  tb»8d  re- 
eords  «s«  ogpen  to  roeesrcb  stuclants  iu  our  library  ue  4o  aot  ^ve  suff icieat 
persomidX  lusre  to  amlos  cci^iag  amiXa^jI©       ali»o  tiss  aearcliiaig  i^iich  voiiXd 
go  aloag  ifitiii  it« 

Umsr  y^ss^Q  »&o  1  Mad  cosve^^paQiSeiace  vit]^  Hiss  ISery  EXlea  AnBstroug, 
State  'S»aclD9ra  ColXege^  Uviapitoa:!,  Alai^aiaa  vtoo  Itneir  vary  audb  about  freiritt'a 
liistcvy  in  WGPth  Carolina  asid  X  also  covreaiponftod  vitb  lOrn*  y#  3«  Puatt,  Bel« 
xBoat,  IjcrUi  CaroUoa  but  X  fml  quite  em  tliat  ii»       passed  a»ay*   X  do 
Bot  imov  uHetlMr  or  not  ts^tmm  are  any  prctl^aaaiml  etoealoeiata  in  this  torn 
1^  vouid  M  vllXiiig  to  do  tfei0  aaarcMag  and  cjoi^yiQe  eooXd  ba 

m  mtter  of  f  iodiiag  soMcna  witli  tits  tiios  and  iziclioatlOQ,   Of  oourae  tiisre 
attoy  cognate  oanaa  tliat  vouXd  proiMi^Xy  be  aaaeeiated  vitb  tbe  faaily*  X 
«i8li  1  oii^t  be  of  msm  aaaietaBee  but  tiw  viXl  not  i^esndt  tha  reaaareli  Qdcea* 

Very  truly  yours. 


L«A«i&trrea 


Direotor 
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Pa.^  v.>JU^  ^ w . / 

^  Cv>^-Xv  j>t>-t  D  U 
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